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E.J. Dionne

E.J. Dionne employs his twin passions—for people and for politics—and his keen 
intellect to craft reasoned analysis that is followed by policy-makers and engaged 
citizens nationwide.

Dionne “knows the present with the keen sense of a beat reporter and the past 
with the perspective of a scholarly historian” (America Magazine, 2008). He  
began his now twice-weekly column for The Washington Post in 1993. Three 
years later it was syndicated and now appears in more than 100 newspapers in 
the United States and abroad. He also appears on National Public Radio, News 
Hour with Jim Lehrer, and on other weekly news programs. Before joining The 
Post in 1990 as a reporter covering national politics, he spent 14 years with The 
New York Times, reporting on state and local government, national politics, and 
politics from around the world. 

In selecting him as its 1996 recipient of the annual Carey McWilliams Award 
to honor a major journalistic contribution to the understanding of politics, the 
American Political Science Association called Dionne “one of Washington’s finest 
journalistic thinkers …. His tireless efforts uplift the public … in a time that cries 
for reasoned debate, not more negative ads, rumor or simplistic sound bites.” 
In 1997 he was named one of the 25 most influential Washington journalists by 
National Journal and among the capital city’s top 50 journalists by Washingtonian 
magazine.

Dionne’s most recent book is Our Divided Political Heart: The Battle for the 
American Idea in an Age of Discontent.  Previous books include Souled Out: 
Reclaiming Faith & Politics after the Religious Right (2008); Stand Up, Fight Back: 
Republican Toughs, Democratic Wimps, the Politics of Revenge (2004); They 
Only Look Dead: Why Progressives Will Dominate The Next Political Era (1996); 
and Why Americans Hate Politics (1991), which earned a National Book Award 
nomination and The Los Angeles Times book prize. 

Dionne grew up in Fall River, Mass. He graduated summa cum laude with a B.A. 
from Harvard University in 1973, and received his doctorate from Oxford  
University, where he was a Rhodes Scholar.
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Please turn off all cell phones and pagers. 
No photo or recording devices allowed.

Reception following the lecture 
at Pierce Atrium in Wyatt Hall.



The Susan Resneck Pierce Lectures in Public Affairs and the Arts series was named in 
honor of Susan Resneck Pierce, University of Puget Sound president from 1992 to 2003, in 
recognition of her years of outstanding service to the university. The lecture series annually 
brings to the University of Puget Sound campus and the wider community public  
intellectuals, writers, and artists of significant prominence. 

2013-Junot Díaz
 An Evening with Pulitzer Prize and New 

York Times Bestselling Author

2013–Wole Soyinka
Writing for Freedom

2012–Robert Reich
The Global Economy and the Future of 
Everything National

2012–Carlos Fuentes
From Law to Literature: A Personal 
Journey 

2011–Kay Redfield Jamison
Minds on Fire: Mood Disorders  
and Creativity

2011–Spike Lee
America Through My Lens
   

2009–Sherman Alexie
Without Reservations: An Urban 
Indian’s Comic, Poetic, and Highly
 Irreverent Look at the World

2009–Suzan-Lori Parks
An Evening with Suzan-Lori Parks

2008–Twyla Tharp
The Creative Habit

2008–Cory Booker
An Evening with Cory Booker

2007–David Brooks
How Does Being American Shape Us?

2007–Philip Glass
An Evening with Philip Glass

2006–Cornel West
Democracy Matters

2006–Edward Albee
Improvisation and the Creative Mind

2005–Fareed Zakaria
The Future of Freedom

2005–Nina Totenberg 
The Supreme Court and Its Impact 
on You

2004–Robert Pinsky
Poetry in the World  

2004–Terry Tempest Wiliams
The Open Space of Democracy 
 

2003–Anna Deavere Smith
Snapshots: Glimpses of America
in Change
  

2003–David Halberstam 
The Children: The Unique Courage
and Faith of Ordinary Citizens to
Change America
 

2002–Thomas Friedman
Global Economy and American
Foreign Policy

Susan Resneck Pierce Lectures in Public Affairs & the Arts


