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M I S S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

University of Puget Sound is an independent, predominantly residential, undergraduate liberal 

arts college with selected graduate programs building eff ectively on a liberal arts foundation. The 

university, as a community of learning, maintains a strong commitment to teaching excellence, scholarly 

engagement, and fruitful student-faculty interaction.

The mission of the university is to develop in its students capacities for critical analysis, aesthetic 

appreciation, sound judgment, and apt expression that will sustain a lifetime of intellectual curiosity, 

active inquiry, and reasoned independence. A Puget Sound education, both academic and cocurricular, 

encourages a rich knowledge of self and others; an appreciation of commonality and diff erence; the full, 

open, and civil discussion of ideas; thoughtful moral discourse; and the integration of learning, preparing 

the university’s graduates to meet the highest tests of democratic citizenship. Such an education seeks 

to liberate each person’s fullest intellectual and human potential to assist in the unfolding of creative and 

useful lives.
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