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SOCIOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY

Professor: Richard Anderson-Connolly; Gareth Barkin, Chair (On Leave 
Spring 2023); Monica DeHart; Andrew Gardner; Sunil Kukreja; Benjamin 
Lewin (On Leave Spring 2023); Jennifer Utrata

Emeritus Professor: Margaret Nowak

Associate Professor: Jason Struna

Assistant Professor: Yu Luo

About the Department
Sociology and anthropology are related disciplines that help us un-
derstand cultural patterns, social processes, and human behavior. 
Sociology challenges us to connect individual and personal concerns to 
broader, collective issues by understanding complex norms and varied 
social structures. Anthropology challenges us to engage cultural differ-
ence and reflect on human diversity across the globe, learning to make 
the strange familiar and the familiar strange. Join us in the critical study 
of human culture and society and build a greater understanding of the 
beliefs, constructs, and worldviews that shape diverse cultures and 
institutions.

Courses in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology examine a 
wide variety of fields and topics, including inequality, education, devel-
opment, health and healthcare, media and technology, gender, sexuality, 
race and ethnicity, kinship and families, deviance, labor and work, and 
urban phenomena. A global approach allows students to investigate 
these topics not only in the U.S. but also in Europe, East, Southeast, 
and South Asia, Latin America, and the Arab world.

Our faculty take an interdisciplinary, collaborative approach to study-
ing the social world, emphasizing a range of theoretical perspectives 
and a toolkit of qualitative and quantitative methods that allow students 
to critically explore their own interests.

Sociology & Anthropology students receive in-depth, experiential, and 
immersive exposure to many facets of human culture and society, while 
developing an array of social research skills that contribute to success in 
a broad range of careers.

Student Learning Objectives
Upon completion of their Sociology & Anthropology major, students will 
be able to:

•  Apply sociological and anthropological theory and concepts to an-
alyze social phenomena through their coursework, culminating in 
their senior thesis work.

•  Develop cross-cultural understanding of the practices and perspec-
tives that distinguish us from—and connect us to—others across 
the global landscape.

•  Conceptualize, design and conduct field-based, independent re-
search through departmental coursework. 

•  Gather original social data using rigorous qualitative and quantita-
tive approaches.

•  Assess the quality, reliability, and validity of empirical data and in-
terpret its implications.

•  Express themselves clearly and persuasively in writing and in oral 
presentations.

A major in Sociology and Anthropology develops knowledge and skills 
valued in a wide range of career possibilities in the private or public sec-
tors. It also provides excellent preparation for graduate study in anthropol-
ogy, sociology, social work, public health, law, criminology, counseling, or 
public policy. Furthermore, the major is a rewarding end in itself, providing 

students with valuable experiences for their intellectual growth.

General Requirements for the Major or Minor
General university degree requirements stipulate that 1) at least four 
units of the major or three units of the minor be taken in residence 
at Puget Sound; 2) students earn at least a cumulative GPA of 2.0 in 
courses taken for the major or the minor; and 3) all courses taken for a 
major or minor must be taken for graded credit. Any exceptions to these 
stipulations are indicated in the major and minor degree requirements 
listed below.

Requirements for the Major in Sociology and 
Anthropology (BA)
The major in Sociology and Anthropology consists of ten courses:
1. Required Courses: 101, 102, 295 or 296, 298, 299, and 491 or 492.
2. Elective Courses: Four courses in Sociology and Anthropology, two 

of which must be at the 300-level or above. (CONN 335 or 480 can 
each be used as one of the 295-level or above electives.) Students 
may complete either the year-long thesis (SOAN 490 and 491) or 
the one-semester thesis (SOAN 492). SOAN 490 is a prerequisite 
for SOAN 491, and counts as an upper-division elective.

There is no limit on the number of university core requirements that 
students may complete through Sociology and Anthropology offerings.

Requirements for the Minor in Sociology and 
Anthropology
A minor in Sociology and Anthropology consists of five courses: 
101,102, and three electives, two of which must be numbered 295 or 
higher. (CONN 335 or 480 can each be used as one of the 295-level or 
above electives.)

Notes for the major and minor
The Sociology and Anthropology Department reserves the right to eval-
uate courses on a case-by-case basis to determine whether they may 
be applied to a major or minor based on the age of the course.

Electives
*In addition to elective SOAN courses, the following count as electives 
for the SOAN major and minor:

CONN 335 Race and Multiculturalism in the American Context
CONN 395 China and Latin America: A New Era of Transpacific 

Relations
CONN 397 Migration and the Global City
CONN 480 Informed Seeing
GLAM/SOAN 280 Archaeological Foundations
IPE/SOAN 323 The Political, Economic, and Social Context of 

International Tourism
IPE/SOAN 407 Political Ecology
MUS 234 Introduction to Ethnomusicology
MUS 321 Music of South Asia
MUS 322 Dance in World Cultures
MUS 323 Performing Asian America

Course Offerings
Unless otherwise specified, each course carries 1 unit of credit and is 
offered at least once each academic year. Please see “Frequency of 
Course Offerings” on page 20.
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Seminars in Scholarly Inquiry. See Seminars in Scholarly Inquiry in the 
Core Curriculum section of this Bulletin for course descriptions. 

SSI1/SSI2 154 The Anthropology of Food and Eating
SSI1 161 Social Order and Human Freedom
SSI1 167 Anthropology, Culture, and Difference
SSI1 174 Lethal Othering: Critiquing Genocidal Prejudice
SSI1 196 Northwest Urbanism

Other courses offered by Sociology and Anthropology 
Department faculty. See Connections in the Core Curriculum section 
of this Bulletin for course description.

ASIA 344 Asia in Motion
Satisfies the Connections core requirement. Satisfies the 
Knowledge, Identity, Power graduation requirement.
CONN 335 Race and Multiculturalism in the American Context
Satisfies the Connections core requirement.
CONN 395 China and Latin America: A New Era of 
Transpacific Relations
Satisfies the Connections core requirement.
CONN 397 Migration and the Global City
Satisfies the Connections core requirement.
CONN 480 Informed Seeing
Satisfies the Connections core requirement.

Sociology and Anthropology (SOAN)

101  Introduction to Sociology   This course is designed to introduce 
students to the field of sociology. Sociology is a broad discipline which, 
at its core, constitutes the scientific study of society. Students in this 
course are exposed to basic concepts, theories, and methods used 
in modern sociology. Upon successful completion of Introduction to 
Sociology, students have a basic understanding of the sociological per-
spective and the ways in which the discipline frames human behavior 
at all levels, from a brief encounter of two strangers to global social 
systems. The course also provides students with specific sociological 
tools that they can use to better understand their world; the theories, 
concepts, and ideas covered in this class will help students to recognize 
the connection between self and society, biography and history, as well 
as the individual and social structures. Satisfies the Knowledge, Identity, 
Power graduation requirement. Satisfies the Social Scientific Approaches 
core requirement.

102  Introduction to Anthropology   This course introduces students 
to the discipline of anthropology, with an intent focus on the sub-dis-
cipline of cultural anthropology. Students gain an understanding of the 
methods, theories, and debates that characterize cultural anthropology 
through a critical exploration of the concept of culture, the central frame 
through which anthropologists grapple with gender, ethnicity, politics, 
economics, religion, tradition, technology, identity, globalization, and 
much more. The fundamentally cross-cultural, cross-temporal, holistic 
orientation of anthropology makes it unique among the disciplines, and 
its practitioners try to broaden any discussion of human beliefs and 
practices to include examples that are as diverse and varied as possible, 
while insisting on a singular, underlying, and universal “humanity.” The 
course draws on ethnography, a term that applies to both the immersive 
field research that anthropologists engage in, as well as the written anal-
yses of cultures that anthropologists produce to better understand how 
culture and representations of culture structure relationships of power 
and inequality in the contemporary world. Satisfies the Humanistic 
Approaches core requirement. Satisfies the Knowledge, Identity, Power 
graduation requirement.

202  Families in Society  This course challenges students to learn to 
‘see’ families sociologically and to think critically and comparatively 
about the family as an ideological construct and as a complex social 
institution. Rather than assuming a universal model of the family, course 
readings examine families in the United States and elsewhere in the 
world as diverse entities shaped by economic and political factors, gen-
der ideologies, racial and class inequalities, sexual norms, and cultural 
changes. Family ideals frequently clash with contemporary family real-
ities; social science is a powerful tool for illuminating the implications 
and meanings of family continuity and change. Offered frequently.

205  Heritage of Asia: Nature, Culture, and the Politics of the Past   
This course aims to enable students to acquire a critical understanding 
of the theories and practices of heritage by scrutinizing the ideas of 
“heritage” and its formation in recent decades. We will critically engage 
the definition of heritage with reference to policies and treaties set up 
by international organizations like UNESCO and state governments. 
Addressing heritage both as an academic discipline and as a profession-
al field, the course examines how the ideas of heritage—oftentimes 
Eurocentric—are interpreted, contested, and put into practice in various 
Asian countries. We will consider what are identified as natural and cul-
tural heritage, as well as the tangible and intangible aspects of heritage, 
while critiquing the divide between natural/cultural and tangible/intan-
gible. Key themes relating to heritage will be introduced through case 
studies on scenic sites, historical landmarks, agricultural landscapes, 
oral traditions, food and cuisine, and digital heritage. The course will 
engage in current debates about the ownership and authenticity of her-
itage, by taking into account the negotiations of cultural memories and 
identities, economic resources, and political struggles at the local, na-
tional, and global level. We will work towards developing a comparative 
framework for understanding natural and cultural heritage not only in 
Asia but also around the world. Cannot be audited. Offered every year.

206  Theories of Deviance and Social Control   This course offers an 
in-depth exploration of multiple theories of deviance and social control. 
Each section of the class is organized around a particular theoretical 
orientation; each theory will elucidate both how deviance happens and 
the mechanism of social control that align with that particular theory. 
Every theory covered in this course is situated within a social, historical, 
and political context. Social and scientific theories are socially construct-
ed, and thus, the context in which they emerge and exist is fundamental 
to their basic understanding. Students also learn how to use this diverse 
set of theories to make sense of how knowledge, power, and inequal-
ities are all fundamentally tied to the ways in which a society comes 
to define and control deviance. As the semester progresses, students 
synthesize and integrate these theories to allow for a deeper, holistic 
understanding of deviance and social control. Prerequisite: SOAN 101. 
Offered occasionally.

212  Sociology of Gender   Gender surrounds us, but ideas about 
gender in popular culture often oversimplify its workings. This course 
provides an overview of a sociological perspective on gender, with close 
attention to the relational construction of gender difference through 
analyzing both femininities and masculinities, as well as how gender 
intersects with other differences such as race, class, ethnicity, and 
sexuality. The first half of the course examines gender inequality from 
several classic and contemporary theoretical perspectives. The second 
half foregrounds empirical research on gender and how gender works 
and changes over time in institutions that affect our daily lives such as 
schools, families, and workplaces. Readings focus on the United States 
as well as other countries within our increasingly globalized world. 
Cannot be audited. Offered frequently.
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213  City and Society   More than half of all humans on earth now 
dwell in cities, and urban life is almost certainly an integral aspect of our 
collective future. This course introduces students to the sociological and 
anthropological study of the city through an examination of the theories, 
concepts, and frameworks social scientists have deployed in seeking 
to understand cities. This examination includes a focus on urbanization, 
or the underlying processes by which cities emerge, and on urbanism, 
or the character of life in an urban built environment. The geographical 
focus of the class ranges from global cities in other parts of the world 
to the American cities with which students are familiar. This course 
includes a field-based experiential component that requires students to 
explore the themes they encounter over the semester in the urban con-
text of Tacoma. Offered frequently.

215  Race and Ethnic Relations   The goal of this course is to provide 
an introduction to the forms of difference and inequality reflected, con-
structed, and reproduced through notions of race and ethnicity. It asks: 
what are the forms of knowledge, practices, institutions, and values 
that have informed the nature and meaning of race and ethnic relations 
in both the U.S. context and globally? Using a historical, theoretical, and 
comparative approach, the course examines both the origins of contem-
porary race and ethnic categories and the way those categories have 
been reconfigured and deployed over time and space as part of diverse 
political, social, and economic projects. Drawing on specific cases, 
students explore how notions of race and ethnicity intersect with other 
forms of difference such as class, gender, and national identity. Through 
engagement with sociological and anthropological analyses of race and 
ethnic difference, the course thus provides students with a conceptual 
and theoretical toolbox with which to critically examine contemporary 
race and ethnic relations and engage in informed debate about their 
implications. Satisfies the Knowledge, Identity, Power graduation re-
quirement. Offered occasionally.

222  Culture and Society of Southeast Asia   This course explores 
lived culture in Southeast Asia with a focus on the themes of power 
and inequality, gender and sexuality, race and ethnicity, humans and 
the environment, as well as religion and syncretism. Described as the 
crossroads of influences from East and South Asia to Europe and be-
yond, Southeast Asia is one of the most diverse and fascinating regions 
of the world. The course includes case studies from throughout the 
region, with a focus on Indonesia. Students begin by working through 
the prehistory and initial migration to the area, but focus on contem-
porary themes related to the peoples, cultures, political economies, 
and representational practices surrounding the region. In addition to 
providing a cultural overview of the region, this course critically exam-
ines sociocultural change that has occurred in Southeast Asia in recent 
decades. Spurred by new media and communications technologies, 
environmental challenges, globalized supply chains, volatile inter/na-
tional politics, shifting social norms, and new approaches to religious 
practice, Southeast Asia is experiencing a rapid transformation. Taking 
an anthropological approach to understanding these themes and foci, 
students will read and discuss ethnographic work as well as scholarship 
from a range of disciplines that explores both the background and con-
temporary manifestations of these cultural shifts. Prerequisite: SOAN 
102 recommended. Satisfies the Knowledge, Identity, Power graduation 
requirement. Cannot be audited. Offered occasionally.

230  Indigenous Peoples: Alternative Political Economies   This 
course examines the situations, problems, and continually developing 
strategies of indigenous peoples living in various countries and regions 
scattered throughout the world. While the central concern of this in-
vestigation focuses on so-called “tribal” peoples and their increasingly 

threatened, yet still instructive lifeways, the course also deliberately 
considers selected points of contrast and comparison involving “mod-
ern” societies as well. Toward this end, the course uses the approach 
of political anthropology, which has traditionally been associated with 
the study of small-scale societies (wherein the realms of “politics” and 
“economics” are inseparably interlinked with other sociocultural institu-
tions such as “religion” and “kinship”). The ultimate aim of the course is 
threefold: first, to acknowledge the tragedy of past and presently-con-
tinuing destruction of indigenous peoples’ physical, social, and cultural 
lives; second, to learn about and from the resilience and resistance such 
people have shown over millennia; and third, to inspire hope that it is 
still not too late for “modern” and “tribal” people humbly and profitably 
to learn from each other. Satisfies the Social Scientific Approaches core 
requirement. Offered occasionally.

235  Linguistic Anthropology   This course is an introduction to the 
sub-discipline of linguistics within the broader discipline of anthro-
pology. The course covers methods used and theories formulated in 
the study of language in anthropology. These include the structure of 
language; language through history; a comparison between human and 
non-human modes of communication; the innate human capacity for 
language; the relationship between language, thought, and culture; and 
the study of language, power, and identity. A cross-cultural perspective 
is emphasized in this class. Offered occasionally.

240  Social Movements   This course examines major social move-
ments in terms of their forms, aims, and implications, as well as the 
research and theories deployed to make sense of them. In particular 
it explores these movements’ recruitment and organizational tactics, 
resource mobilization, strategy, and effects on public policy. It also an-
alyzes their relation to political institutions, socioeconomic structures, 
and cultural formations, including mass media and official agencies. The 
course will focus on select movements which may include civil rights, 
feminist, environmental, labor, right-wing, and postcolonial/Global South 
politics. Offered occasionally.

250  Sociology of Science and Technology   This course examines 
the sociological dimensions of science and technology. In particular, it 
focuses on: understanding the social construction of scientific and tech-
nological knowledge; exploring the main sociological theories of science 
and technology; understanding how social inequalities are connected to 
the processes of scientific discovery and technological innovation; think-
ing critically about concepts like truth, facts, and nature; and seeing how 
sociological analysis can inform our understanding of the connection 
between science and technology and social policies and cultural values. 
Satisfies the Social Scientific Approaches core requirement. Offered 
every year.

280  Archaeological Foundations   Archaeology seeks to uncover 
artifacts and the material culture of human life in order to understand 
past civilizations and the long-term development of human societies 
across space and time. This course offers an introduction to the field of 
archaeology, providing an overview of its goals, theory, methods, and 
ethics. Students discuss specific archaeological sites in their historical, 
social, anthropological, economic, religious, and architectural contexts. 
Attention is given to issues relevant to classical archaeology today, in-
cluding the looting of ancient sites, issues of cultural property, and eth-
ics in archaeology. Students have the opportunity to learn and practice 
basic archaeological techniques, as well as to reflect on the significance 
of these techniques for understanding other peoples. The course will 
shift in its regional and historical foci, including an introduction to clas-
sical archaeology of the ancient Mediterranean world. Students thus 
gain an appreciation of the complexities of present-day archaeological 
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research and both the benefits and limitations of the role of archaeology 
in creating our images of the past. Cross-listed as GLAM/SOAN 280. 
Cannot be audited. Offered every other year.

295  Social Theory   This course offers an in-depth survey of sociolo-
gy’s foundational theoretical perspectives. Students analyze, compare, 
and apply the ideas of a range of classic and contemporary social theo-
rists, and in doing so develop a keen appreciation for how the lens we 
use to think about and perceive various social phenomena profoundly 
shapes our questions and conclusions about the world. The course 
focuses on the kinds of questions that have been asked by influential 
nineteenth- and twentieth-century thinkers, as well as the theories they 
have constructed to answer them. The first half of the course focuses 
on the ‘classical’ theorists, including Marx, Durkheim, and Weber. The 
second half is devoted to several contemporary perspectives that build 
on and extend the classical theories, including theories of gender and 
race, symbolic interactionism, and postmodernism. Prerequisite: SOAN 
101 or 102 or permission of the instructor. Offered spring semester.

296  Anthropological Theory   Anthropological theory sees the world 
through a disciplinary lens that focuses on culture—shared understand-
ings—while looking broadly and holistically at the human condition 
across a broad range of times and places. This course invites students 
to “think anthropologically” as they become familiar with the various 
lines of thought that have characterized anthropology since its earliest 
days to the present. In addition, students learn to grapple theoretically 
with contemporary problems and articulate their thoughts on them 
in terms of relevant anthropological theorists. The course involves 
heavy reading demands and is conducted seminar style with students 
expected to lead and contribute to class discussions on a daily basis. 
Prerequisite: SOAN 101 or 102 or permission of the instructor. Offered 
fall semester.

298  Social Research   This course covers experimental and quasi-ex-
perimental design, the design of social surveys, and techniques of data 
analysis appropriate for each type of design. Individual student research 
projects are required. Prerequisite: SOAN 101 or 102 or permission of 
the instructor.

299  Ethnographic Methods   Ethnography is the study of human cul-
tures. Ethnographic methods are the constellation of research tools that 
anthropologists (and nowadays, many others) use in exploring, under-
standing, and writing about human cultures. This course introduces stu-
dents to the methodological craft of ethnographic inquiry, and includes 
an examination of the historical development of this methodological 
toolkit, the theoretical implications of this approach to research, the eth-
ical considerations paramount to ethnographic research, and the prac-
tical concerns involved in “doing” ethnography. Students will have the 
opportunity to practice and deploy these research methods in fieldwork 
settings in the greater Tacoma area. The course is structured around the 
design and implementation of an independent research project that uti-
lizes these methods for anthropological inquiry. Prerequisite: SOAN 101 
or 102 or permission of the instructor.

301  Power and Inequality   This course examines social and economic 
inequality in the United States and globally. The goal of the course is 
to understand the extent of inequality as well as the power structures 
that systematically distribute resources in a particular way. The course 
introduces concepts and theoretical approaches that are fundamental 
to the social sciences. The policy implications that emerge from these 
comparisons are also discussed. Prerequisite: SOAN 101 or 102 or per-
mission of the instructor. Credit will not be granted to students who have 
received credit for SOAN 320. Satisfies the Social Scientific Approaches 

core requirement. Offered occasionally.

304  Gender and Sexuality in Japan   This course uses a sociological 
framework to examine gender and sexuality in contemporary Japan. 
Students are introduced to theoretical frameworks that underpin the 
study of gender and sexuality and apply those frameworks to the case 
of Japanese society. Using a culturally relativistic lens, students critically 
examine the following aspects of Japanese society: the social construc-
tion and representation of feminine and masculine gender and sexuality, 
both normative and otherwise; recent changes in the sexual landscape 
and the fluidity of both gender and sexual identities across time and 
space; changing patterns in intimate relationships and the social forces 
driving these trends; the commodification of gender performances; and 
feminist perspectives and debates. Cannot be audited.

305  Heritage Languages and Language Policies   Using the perspec-
tives of linguistic anthropology and sociolinguistics, this course inves-
tigates not only languages and the people who speak them, but also 
some of the ideologies and policies (in schools, government, and work) 
that impinge on issues of language rights and practice. Beginning with 
a comparative consideration of the semantic ‘load’ carried by several 
specific key words in different languages/cultures, the course proceeds 
to examine the larger theme of language loss, looking in particular at 
endangered indigenous languages. Complementing this focus on the 
threat faces by ‘small’ languages around the world, the course also 
considers examples of systematic efforts, on the part of native speakers 
and policy makers, to affirm linguistic diversity in multicultural societies, 
exploring in this connection such topics as bilingualism and diglossia 
(including Ebonics and Creoles). The course ends with a critical look at 
some of the rhetoric, ideologies, and policies geared to promote or chal-
lenge monolingualism in the U.S. Offered occasionally.

308  Visual and Media Anthropology   Students focus on visual 
anthropology in its primary and original form: as a research practice. 
Specifically, they investigate and practically explore the use of visual 
media as a tool for anthropological research and presentation. They dis-
cuss visual anthropology both as a supplement to textually-focused eth-
nography, and as an end in itself, in the creation of a visual product that 
explicates cultural realities. This course focuses on visual forms of com-
munication by analyzing and questioning how facts travel in the world 
through old and new media such as film, video, photography, including 
their digital forms. Students are introduced to the history of ethnograph-
ic film and contemporary changes that have widened the possibilities 
of visual anthropology beyond its early confines as a tool for illustration. 
Critical theory, methods, and ethical concerns are all part of the current 
refashioning of visual anthropology and are critical components of the 
class. Students will also be introduced to the emerging sub-discipline of 
media anthropology, which focuses on the intersections of culture and 
media consumption, production, and materiality. The class explores the 
history of media and cultural studies, and how they have informed con-
temporary media anthropological approaches. The class combines the 
discussion of theoretical and ethical issues, film and video screenings, 
and practical assignments in visual ethnography, using a variety of avail-
able media. Prerequisite: SOAN 102. Offered frequently.

309  Anthropology of China: Contemporary Cultural and Social 
Issues   This course aims to engage students in an informed and critical 
study of contemporary China. Focusing on the historical continuity of 
Chinese society as well as its breaking away from tradition in the post-
1949 era, the course encourages students to reflect on China’s social 
transformations over the past seven decades from an anthropological 
perspective. Key topics include: 1) historical and sociocultural institu-
tions (Chinese kinship, gender and marriage, popular religion and rituals, 
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language and arts); 2) socialist transformations and aftermath (rural and 
urban transformations, socialist revolution, and the post-Mao reforms); 
and 3) China’s global engagements (environment and development, 
media and young citizenship, and contested sociopolitical spaces). This 
course highlights the necessity of an interdisciplinary approach to the 
understanding of Chinese culture and society, as it draws from materials 
in other disciplines and beyond academia (such as journalism and doc-
umentary film) to supplement ethnographic readings on contemporary 
China. Prerequisite: One SOAN or Asian Studies course, or permission 
of instructor. Cannot be audited.

310  Critiquing Education   Measuring students, norming test results, 
ranking students and schools, and “racing to the top” are endeavors that 
produce, according to a competitive paradigm, not only triumphant win-
ners, but also deficient losers. Are there better, more inclusive and more 
socially just ways to envision and carry out the mission of education? 
How else might stigmatized students--those who are often perceived 
only as marginalized, “broken,” and in need of “fixing”--be seen and pos-
itively incorporated in school systems? This course explores these and 
related questions, using an anthropological approach to identify the possi-
ble riches as well as perceived liabilities “brought to school” by those stu-
dents who often struggle disproportionately in most educational systems. 
They include students whose biopsychological functioning is different 
enough for them to be labeled as “disabled”; students who are poor or 
have access to very limited economic resources; aboriginal students still 
negatively affected by their parents and grandparents having been forced 
to live far from family and home in residential boarding schools; and stu-
dents whose home language is either a language other than English or 
a devalued variety of English. Class readings include both ethnographic 
accounts of such students’ lived experiences as well as investigations of 
various proposed policies of school reform. Offered frequently.

312  Indonesia and Southeast Asia in Cultural Context   This course 
provides an anthropological overview of Southeast Asia, one of the 
most diverse and fascinating regions of the world, with a focus and re-
quired field component in Indonesia. Because of the Indonesia trip, the 
course requires an application and students are responsible for some ex-
penses, including airfare. As a survey of Southeast Asian cultural groups 
and histories from an ethnographic perspective, the course begins on 
campus, but finishes in Yogyakarta, Central Java’a city often described 
as the cultural heart of Indonesia, and the country’s center of higher 
education. In the first section of the class students investigate the pre-
history, archaeology, and initial migration to the region. Students then 
examine the origins of agriculture and the development of complex state 
societies, and the influence of world religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, 
and particularly Islam) in the cultural development of SE Asia. Students 
then look at case studies of `indigenous’ peoples in the region. Students 
also explore the economic and cultural impact of European colonialism 
and the response of SE Asian people to the European presence, as well 
as the post-colonial period of nation building. The final section of the 
course is more geographically focused, and looks at the cultural com-
ponent of many important issues in modern day Indonesia, including 
environmental decline and deforestation, the impact of globalization and 
industrialization, the problems of ethnic and religious minorities, and 
human rights concerns. Students develop individual research projects 
that incorporate both library research and ethnographic fieldwork while 
in Indonesia. The Indonesia portion of the course lasts approximately 
18 days, beginning shortly after the semester ends, and features an 
immersive stay at a local university including language instruction, 
guest lectures by Indonesian scholars, trips to cultural and historic sites, 
ethnographic projects, a multi-night stay in a rural village, and potential 
trips to Bali or other neighboring islands. Puget Sound students stay in 

the dorms alongside Indonesian students, some of whom sit in on class 
sessions and help introduce the visitors to their culture and lifestyle 
through group activities. Two faculty members accompany the group, 
and course meetings continue abroad, while taking advantage of the 
Indonesian setting with ethnographic assignments and individualized 
research projects developed prior to departure. The course is limited to 
10-12 students and requires an application and instructor permission. 
There are fees related to the trip, including the plane ticket. Contact the 
course instructor for more information. NOTE: This course will require 
an 18-day field component in Indonesia, and will require students to pay 
their own airfare, as well as other potential program fees. Applications 
will be accepted from all students who have met the prerequisite of 
SOAN 200 (Cultural Anthropology), and a panel of two faculty members 
(the instructor and one other member from SOAN or the Asian Studies 
Program) will evaluate applications on the basis of: (1) academic per-
formance, (2) well-articulated ability/willingness to deal with adverse 
situations and cultural difference, (3) recommendations by Puget Sound 
faculty members, (4) interest and enthusiasm for study in and about 
Southeast Asia, and (5) a clean disciplinary record at the university. 
Prerequisite: SOAN 102, application, and permission of the instructor. 
Cannot be taken Credit/No Credit. Offered occasionally.

314  Criminology   The field of criminology covers two main areas: (1) 
analysis of law-breaking and (2) investigation of the ways in which laws 
are made and enforced by the criminal justice system. The first seeks 
to answer the question, Why do people break (or follow) the law? The 
second asks, How is (criminal) law made and enforced? These issues 
are examined historically and cross-nationally but there is particular at-
tention given to contemporary conditions in the United States, a country 
with a high rate of offending and probably the highest rate of incarcer-
ation in the world. In addition to investigating the variation in offending 
and victimization, the course examines the extent to which the U.S. 
criminal justice system is biased against certain classes and groups. 
Offered frequently.

315  Identity Politics in Latin America   This course explores the rise 
of identity politics within Latin America since the 1990s. It asks how 
ethnic, racial, feminist, sexual, and transnational identity politics have 
shaped the nature and goals of a diverse array of social movements in 
the region. It draws on ethnographic analyses to analyze how specific 
instances of identity politics emerged from particular historical and 
national contexts to challenge traditional hierarchies of power in new 
ways. The course also utilizes fictional, testimonial, and film sources 
for further investigation of the experiences of participants within these 
movements and their implications for transformations in Latin American 
society. Prerequisite: LAS 100 or SOAN 102, or permission of instructor. 
Offered occasionally.

316  Cultural Politics of Global Development   This course examines 
how culture, identity, and ethics are implicated in economic develop-
ment efforts around the globe and here at home. Through a critical ex-
amination of major development theories and their assumptions about 
the nature of the global system and the meaning of difference within it, 
the course explores whose ideas about development matter, how they 
manifest in terms of particular policies and politics, and what stakes 
they pose for different social groups. In particular, the course explores 
how race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, health, environment, and edu-
cation, among other things, have structured development differences. 
In doing so, the course interrogates the role that colonialism, science, 
capitalism, and activism have played in shaping development norms and 
challenges to them. The course engages interdisciplinary and cross-cul-
tural approaches to development through a combination of theoretical 
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and ethnographic texts, as well as experiential learning. This course 
counts as one of the core courses for the Global Development Studies 
Designation. Offered spring semester.

318  Gender, Work, and Globalization   The world is becoming in-
creasingly interconnected, with the movement of people, capital, and 
cultures across borders transforming lives all over the globe. Yet glo-
balization also shapes, and is shaped by, gender, class, race/ethnicity, 
age, sexuality, and other axes of difference and inequality. This course 
examines how gender relations are embedded in practices of globalizing 
capitalism. Not only does globalization shape the lives of men and wom-
en in distinct ways, but the social and economic changes accompanying 
globalization affect power relations involved in masculine domination. 
The course examines key developments at the nexus of globalization 
and gender: the feminization of poverty, feminization of migration, and 
feminization of workforces which are consistent features of transnation-
al production processes. Besides analyzing the gendered consequences 
of globalization, including how globalization shapes the lived experienc-
es of women worldwide, it also foregrounds how gendered subjects 
constitute processes of globalization. Special attention is given to how 
gender shapes our ideas of what counts as “work,” both paid and un-
paid, globally, as well as how gender permeates institutions, especially 
workplaces, but also the government and international organizations. 
Offered occasionally.

320  Inequality and Crisis in the Neoliberal Era   The neoliberal regime 
structures almost every aspect of contemporary life in the United States 
and, increasingly, throughout the globe. It is impossible to understand our 
current crises—political, economic, ecological, even cultural—without 
recognizing their material foundation in neoliberalism, meaning a loose-
ly regulated form of capitalism or, more accurately, a capitalist system 
operating in the interests of the economic elite. This course examines 
the key features of the neoliberal regime, and the mechanisms through 
which it generates inequality, a level of inequality not seen in the United 
States in at least a century. Beyond the manifestations of coercive power, 
the course explores the philosophical and ideological underpinnings of 
neoliberalism, and the system of propaganda that maintains its legitimacy 
and consent. Yet resistance is not futile, and the course explores an alter-
native vision for a more equal America, including the social-democratic 
variety of capitalism and its cousin, democratic socialism. Credit will not 
be granted to students who have received credit for SOAN 301. Satisfies 
the Social Scientific Approaches core requirement.

323  The Political, Economic, and Social Context of International 
Tourism   In the contemporary world, tourism is often the foremost 
process that brings together people from different parts of the world, 
allowing those from vastly different societies to interact on a face-to-
face basis under peaceful, if not always equal, circumstances. As such, 
tourism as a phenomenon and as a process raises questions about glob-
al interconnections and global movements of finance, cultural and mate-
rial artifacts, ideas, and people across national and cultural boundaries. 
The two questions this course addresses throughout the semester are 
1) what are the economic, political, social, cultural, and environmental 
impacts of tourism in low and middle income countries? and 2) what are 
the tradeoffs associated with tourism? In tackling these two questions 
the course examines a wide range of issues, including the political, eco-
nomic, social, and cultural implications of tourism, the impact of global 
tourism on environmental and global conservation efforts, and tourism 
as a vehicle of social change and as a facilitator of cultural and material 
globalization. Crosslisted as IPE/SOAN 323. Cross-listed as IPE/SOAN 
323. Offered occasionally.

340  Global Political Economy   The course has a two-fold purpose: 
first, to analyze the political, economic, and cultural forces creating inter-
dependence in the world, and second, to adopt a comparative perspec-
tive and to investigate in some depth the social systems in a variety of 
countries. Offered occasionally.

350  Border Crossings: Transnational Migration and Diaspora 
Studies   This course is designed to explore diverse and changing forms 
of transnational migration across a global landscape, with a focus on 
the dynamic relationships that define migrants’ relationships to both 
home and host communities. The course draws upon anthropological 
and sociological contributions to migration studies, transnationalism 
and diaspora studies in order to examine the articulation of culture and 
identity amidst the complexities of the contemporary world. The course 
also utilizes case studies that allow students to analyze diasporic ex-
periences both in the United States and abroad. This course allows for 
a sustained discussion on the changing relationships between people, 
place, and culture, and the role of anthropological methods in investigat-
ing them. Prerequisite: SOAN 200, 204 or 295 strongly recommended. 
Offered occasionally.

352  Critical Studies of Organizations, Work, and Management   
Changes in transportation, information, and communication technology, 
as well as artificial intelligence and automation are rapidly transforming 
occupational and commercial arrangements. These forces of transna-
tional economic integration undermine conventional organizational and 
commercial forms, and in so doing alter the ways people execute work 
and management in many fields. This course examines these phenome-
na by focusing on work and management in different phases of product 
and service supply chains locally and globally, in addition to examining 
differences in experience of these processes on the basis of race, class, 
gender, nativity, and other intersecting social dimensions. Offered occa-
sionally.

360  Sociology of Health and Medicine   This course examines the 
sociological dimensions of health, illness and the profession of medi-
cine. Specifically, this course will address five primary themes: 1) The 
social construction of health and disease and medical knowledge; 2) 
health and illness behavior: the study of behaviors related to staying 
healthy and to interpreting and responding to symptoms of illness; 3) 
Social Epidemiology: the study of patterns of distribution of disease and 
mortality in the United States; 4) the roles that patients, physicians, and 
other players enact in the context of healthcare settings; and 5) the so-
cialization and organization of health care professionals. Cannot be taken 
Credit/No Credit. Offered frequently.

365  Global Health   This course serves as an introduction to issues 
surrounding global health. Students explore multiple mechanisms that 
lead to health inequalities around the world, along with policies and 
interventions that aim to deal with issues of morbidity and mortality at 
a national and/or global scale. Topics covered in this course include, but 
are not limited to: the impact of globalization on the health of specific 
populations, socioeconomic contexts of disease, issues of infectious 
disease and nutrition, the interplay between culture and health, ethical 
and human rights concerns, and the role of NGOs and nonprofits in 
global health. Cannot be taken Credit/No Credit. Offered frequently.

370  Disability, Identity, and Power   Disability studies offers perhaps 
the most trenchant critique of “the hegemony of the normal”—that is, 
the reification and privileging of certain numerical indices (for example, 
IQ score; body mass index; weight and height; complete blood count; 
range of motion; brainwave frequencies; and other such measurements 
which are then regarded as “better” or “worse” than comparable num-
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bers). While certainly accepting the importance of such measurements 
in designing treatments and strategies to improve the quality of life for 
people living in pain, disability studies seeks to balance this “experi-
ence-distant” emphasis on “the quantified life” with “experience-near” 
insights. Thus disability studies seeks out, reflects on, and tries to 
incorporate and prioritize the meta-biological realities of the lived expe-
riences of people with disabilities (defined here as lifelong or chronic 
biological and/or psychological impairments), especially in policy-making 
endeavors inspired by ideals of social justice. Hence this course focuses 
on issues of power, disparity, and diversity of experience and identities, 
particularly as these affect and are affected by the minds and bodies 
of individuals who “have” (or are socially close to people who “have”) 
conditions that mark them as “not normal”. Unlike studies done from 
the perspective of the healing professions, where non-normalcy is re-
garded as a condition to be helped or remedied, this course, following 
the perspective of disability studies, is less concerned with identifying 
and “fixing” deviation from some statistically defined ideal range, and 
more directly focused on socially grounded, ever-dynamic identity con-
struction and its relation to emancipatory social change, especially when 
these processes involve confrontations between individuals with dis-
abilities and the various social institutions (e.g. education, health care, 
legal and economic systems) they (or their caregivers) must deal with 
throughout their lives. Satisfies the Knowledge, Identity, Power gradua-
tion requirement. Offered occasionally.

377  American Society, American Culture   Utilizing key aspects of 
the ethnographic approach and methodology, and complemented with 
a constellation of interdisciplinary scholarly material tethered to anthro-
pology, this course turns the ethnographic lens on the recent American 
past. Through a sequential trajectory comprising student-led explora-
tions of American cultural ephemera, students assemble an analytic and 
empirically-grounded understanding of the evolving American zeitgeist 
in the decades preceding the postmodern and neoliberal turn. In the 
second half of the course, students consider a series of lectures and 
readings that illuminate America’s paradigmatic immersion in the post-
modern turn, and coincidentally, the extrapolation of the social, political, 
and economic relations endemic to neoliberalism and the neoliberal era. 
In the final segment of the course, students peruse a rotating set of 
theoretically adept materials that seek to explain the American present, 
and subsequently evaluate these various frameworks based on the 
understandings of the recent American past they’ve now assembled. 
Prerequisite: SOAN 102 or permission of instructor.

380  Muslim Cultures and Communities   Islam has significant influ-
ence on a broad array of nations, ethnic groups, and local expressions 
of culture, and plays a role in shaping societies’ politics, economics, and 
law. Taking a practice-focused, anthropological perspective on the study 
of religion, this course examines the many ways in which culture and 
society have been co-influenced by Islam in different parts of the world, 
including here in the Pacific Northwest. The objective of this course is 
to move beyond stereotypes and essentialization to better understand 
the diverse, lived experience of Muslims around the world, and the ways 
that collaborative, ethnographic social science can help in understanding 
Islam as a way of life. The course aims to help students develop a critical 
awareness of the ways Muslims’ understandings of their faith can be 
mediated by social, economic, and political phenomena. Students further 
explore representational politics and power relations surrounding Islam, 
and how Western powers have historically represented the Islamic world 
and Muslims, both at home and abroad. Offered occasionally.

390  Men and Masculinities   This course offers a critical analysis of 
what it means to be a man using a sociological lens. Feminist scholars 

made gender visible, problematizing both femininities and masculinities 
in order to challenge and transform unequal gender relations. Yet until 
recent decades, men were rather invisible as men, as gendered beings, 
in academic research. Building on the insights of gender studies, the 
course emphasizes the socially constructed, power-laden, and historical-
ly and culturally variable character of masculinities in its multiple forms. 
Readings highlight the individual, interactional, and institutional process-
es through which men become men and “do masculinity” in relation 
to both women and other men. Using an intersectional approach, the 
course also explores how masculinities are shaped by other axes of dif-
ference and inequality, including class, race/ethnicity, sexual orientation, 
and age. Masculinities are analyzed across multiple contexts over the 
life course, including intimate relationships, schools, families, work-
places, and organizations. Diverse forms of masculinities in the United 
States as well as masculinities in Mexico, Russia, and Western Europe 
will be considered. Offered occasionally.

407  Political Ecology   Political ecology is an active interdisciplinary 
framework with foundations in anthropology, geography, environmental 
studies and the biological sciences. Its central contention is that our 
understanding of environmental issues and environmental change must 
include an analysis of the social, political, economic, and cultural context 
in which they are produced. Through a set of advanced readings in the 
social sciences, students in this course become familiar with the gene-
alogy of this interdisciplinary approach, the keystone texts that inform 
contemporary political/ecological work, and the new directions that 
comprise the cutting edge of political ecology. Recurring themes in the 
reading list will examine indigenous peoples’ struggle over resources, 
the construction of nature through the capitalist lens, and an examina-
tion of sustainability in both discourse and practice. Students conduct 
original ethnographic research that builds upon these areas of interest. 
Advanced coursework in anthropology, sociology, and/or international 
political economy is strongly recommended. Cross-listed as IPE/SOAN 
407. Offered occasionally.

416  Modern India and Diaspora   This course is designed with a two-
fold focus: 1) to provide an in-depth sociological examination of pertinent 
developments and trends shaping modern/contemporary India; and 2) to 
situate India’s trajectory as a modern society in a broader international 
(both regional and global) context. Specifically, the course centers on the 
(a) critical social transformations in Indian society since the beginning of 
the 20th century; and (b) an examination of Indian’s relationships and links 
to the broader global community. The 20th century marks a period of 
“great transformations” in the narrative of India. Its salience is reflected 
in the fact that the period draws on the intersection of the late colonial as 
well as the post-colonial period in India. The course emphasizes the com-
plex links and transition between British colonialism and the post-colonial 
period in India, and India’s relationship with the global system.

420  Sociology Through Literature   Sociology has long sought scien-
tific status. In the process, it has tended to squeeze out the human and 
personal from its vocabulary and methods. This course is designed to 
tackle the crucial questions of sociology by approaching them through 
an examination of works of literature (for novelists are often excellent 
microsociologists) and through personal social histories to try and arrive 
at the abstract and theoretical aspects of sociology from the personal 
and concrete. The unifying theme of the course is emancipation. This 
course is conducted in seminar format requiring extensive class partici-
pation. Offered occasionally.

481  Special Topics   This seminar involves an in-depth examination 
of selected topics in anthropology and/or sociology. A different topic is 
selected by faculty each time it is offered. Relevant theory and current 
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research is examined. Students are responsible for research papers and 
presentations under close supervision of the faculty. May be repeated 
for credit. Offered occasionally.

490  Senior Thesis   SOAN 490 is the first course in the department’s 
year-long thesis program, which, paired with SOAN 491, involves an 
original, social research project. In this capstone course students bring 
together their previous conceptual, theoretical, and empirical knowl-
edge and skills in sociology and anthropology in order to propose and 
ultimately investigate a social-scientific research question. Much of the 
work is done independently while under the supervision of the thesis 
instructor. Prerequisite: SOAN 101, 102, 295 or 296, 298, and 299. 
Instructor permission required. Cannot be audited. Offered fall semester.

491  Senior Research Seminar   This course is an optional continuation 
of SOAN 490, Senior Thesis, for students interested in gathering ad-
ditional and primary empirical data. Students must propose a research 
design, gather and analyze data, and use the results to answer their 
research question. In addition to the written report students also give a 
public presentation of their thesis. Prerequisite: SOAN 490. Cannot be 
audited. Offered spring semester.

492  Senior Thesis (single semester)   In this single-semester cap-
stone course, students bring together their previous conceptual, theo-
retical, and empirical knowledge and skills in sociology and anthropology 
in order to propose and investigate a social-scientific research question 
through an engagement with relevant scholarship. Much of the work is 
done independently while under the supervision of the thesis instructor. 
Prerequisite: SOAN 101, 102, 295 or 296, 298, and 299. Instructor per-
mission required. Cannot be audited. Offered spring semester.

494  Research Assistantship Variable credit up to 0.50 units.   
Conducting original, independent research is central to the experience 
of the Sociology and Anthropology major. This activity credit course 
pairs a student with a SOAN professor to collaborate on a sociological or 
anthropological research project in progress. In the capacity of research 
assistant, the student contributes to the project through tasks that may 
include interviewing, interview transcription, survey administration, data 
indexing, data summary, bibliographic research and literature review, 
data coding, data input, and research briefs. Specific details for each 
project will be specified in a written proposal prepared by the student 
and professor and approved by the department chair. The proposal will 
(a) articulate the nature and aims of the research project; (b) set forth the 
terms of the work to be undertaken by the student; and (c) identify the 
desired research skills and objectives to be pursued. At the end of the 
semester, the student prepares a written summary of the experience, 
reflecting on skills obtained, challenges faced, knowledge acquired, and 
experiences gained through the assistantship. Prerequisite: SOAN 101 
and 102 and permission of instructor. May be repeated for credit up to 
0.50 units. Pass/Fail Required.

495  Independent Study Variable credit up to 1.00 unit.   Independent 
study is available to those students who wish to continue their learning 
in an area after completing the regularly offered courses in that area. 
Prerequisite: Junior standing, a contract with the supervising professor, 
and departmental approval. May be repeated for credit up to 4.00 units. 
Cannot be audited. Cannot be taken Credit/No Credit.

497  Internship Variable credit up to 1.00 unit.   This scheduled weekly 
interdisciplinary seminar provides the context to reflect on concrete 
experiences at an off-campus internship site and to link these experi-
ences to academic study relating to the political, psychological, social, 
economic and intellectual forces that shape our views on work and its 
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meaning. The aim is to integrate study in the liberal arts with issues and 
themes surrounding the pursuit of a creative, productive, and satisfying 
professional life. Students receive 1.0 unit of academic credit for the ac-
ademic work that augments their concurrent internship fieldwork. This 
course is not applicable to the Upper-Division Graduation Requirement. 
Only 1.0 unit may be assigned to an individual internship and no more 
than 2.0 units of internship credit, or internship credit in combination 
with co-operative education credit, may be applied to an undergraduate 
degree. Prerequisite: Junior or senior standing, 2.5 GPA, ability to com-
plete 120 hours at internship site, approval of the CES internship coordi-
nator, and completion of learning agreement. May be repeated for credit 
up to 2.00 units. Cannot be audited. Cannot be taken Credit/No Credit.

498  Internship Seminar Variable credit up to 1.00 unit.   This sched-
uled weekly interdisciplinary seminar provides the context to reflect on 
concrete experiences at an off-campus internship site and to link these 
experiences to academic study relating to the political, psychological, 
social, economic and intellectual forces that shape our views on work 
and its meaning. The aim is to integrate study in the liberal arts with 
issues and themes surrounding the pursuit of a creative, productive, 
and satisfying professional life. Students receive 1.0 unit of academic 
credit for the academic work that augments their concurrent internship 
fieldwork. This course is not applicable to the Upper-Division Graduation 
Requirement. Only 1.0 unit may be assigned to an individual internship 
and no more than 2.0 units of internship credit, or internship credit in 
combination with co-operative education credit, may be applied to an 
undergraduate degree. May be repeated for credit up to 2.00 units. 
Cannot be audited. Cannot be taken Credit/No Credit.


