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'B @<041A02-!C52!D75:)4!*),,0A!-70!:00-123!-5!5<A0<!)-!);5+-!EF""!9:B!!G!,14-!56!-7540!
)--02A123!H6<5:!)!4132I12!4700-!*1<*+,)-0A!A+<123!-70!:00-123J!14!31?02!12!G9902A1K!LB!

%B /$8$@!-5!0,0*-!/)<-12!M)*N452!)4!()*+,-.!80*<0-)<.!65<!%"'&I'EB!
&B /$8$@!-5!)99<5?0!-70!:12+-04!56!-70!G9<1,!'O!%"'&!6)*+,-.!:00-123B!
EB G225+2*0:02-4!

• G,.*0!P0/)<)14!25-0A!-7)-!)!4700-!Q)4!*1<*+,)-123!-5!<0*5<A!)--02A)2*0!90<!
6)*+,-.!)*-152!)99<5?0A!,)4-!.0)<B!

OB @<041A02-R4!C095<-!
• @<041A02-!D75:)4!<095<-0A!-7)-!-70!S5)<A!56!D<+4-00!7)4!65<:0A!)2!02<5,,:02-!

Q5<N3<5+9!-5!;0!*52?020A!12!T*-5;0<!)2A!Q5<N!5?0<!20K-!.0)<B!D70!Q5<N!3<5+9!
Q1,,!12*,+A0!-Q5!6)*+,-.!<09<0402-)-1?04B!U2<5,,:02-!4+**044!-714!.0)<!12A1*)-04!
5995<-+21-104!65<!*751*04!52!6)*-5<4!4+*7!)4!*,)44!*5:9541-152!)2A!612)2*1),!)1AB!

VB G*)A0:1*!W1*0!@<041A02-R4!C095<-!
• G*)A0:1*!W1*0!@<041A02-!S)<-)202!-7)2N0A!),,!65<!30--123!-70!20Q!)*)A0:1*!.0)<!

566!-5!)!355A!4-)<-B!
• D70!X5<-7Q04-!(1?0!Y5,,030!Y5245<-1+:!)22+),!:00-123!Q1,,!-)N0!9,)*0!

809-0:;0<!%ZI%#B!!DQ0,?0!6)*+,-.!*5,,0)3+04!Q1,,![512!\<14!S)<-)202=!8+21,!
\+N<0[)=!)2A!C5.!C5;12452!12!)--02A123!-70!:00-123B!

• D70!@)*161*!X5<-7Q04-!]0)<2123!Y5260<02*0!Q1,,!75,A!)!-Q5IA).!Q5<N4759!!
^8-+A02-!]0)<2123!12!-70!]1;0<),!G<-4F!G440440:02-!)2A!L:9<5?0:02-_!)-!@)*161*!
]+-70<)2!>2?0<41-.!52!X5?0:;0<!'O!)2A!'VB!

ZB ()*+,-.!802)-0!Y7)1<!<095<-!
• 802)-0!Y7)1<!P1,,:)2!25-0A!-7)-!-70!802)-0!7)4!65+<!20Q!0,0*-0A!:0:;0<4!)2A!

Q1,,!7)?0!-7<00!)99512-0A!<09,)*0:02-4B!!G,14)!\0440,!Q1,,!40<?0!)3)12!)4!W1*0!
Y7)1<!)2A!X1,)!`0140!Q1,,!40<?0!)4!80*<0-)<.B!

• D70!802)-0!UK0*+-1?0!Y5::1--00!Q5<N0A!Q1-7!P0)24!52!40<?1*0!)44132:02-4!
12*,+A123!12*<0)404!12!41a0!56!LCS!)2A!8-+A02-!]160!-5!:00-!12*<0)40A!
<0495241;1,1-104B!b0<)<A!/5<<14!A040<?04!9)<-1*+,)<!-7)2N4!65<!)3<00123!-5!40<?0!
)4!6)*+,-.!<09<0402-)-1?0!-5!-70!G8>@8!802)-0=!Q71*7!<0c+1<04!)--02A123!0?02123!
:00-1234B!

• G-!-70!802)-0!G+3+4-!<0-<0)-=!-70!-Q5!:54-!4132161*)2-!144+04!A14*+440A!Q0<0!
*524+,-123!Q1-7!/1N0!803)Q)!12!04-);,147123!)!(1<4-!d0)<!UK90<102*0!D)4N!(5<*0!
)2A!612A123!Q).4!65<!)AA1-152),!)--02-152=!)2),.414=!)2A!)Q)<02044!<03)<A123!
40K+),!?15,02*0!52!*):9+4B!

• L2!-70!61<4-!802)-0!:00-123!56!-70!.0)<=!*7)<304!-5!-Q5!*5::1--004!Q0<0!
)99<5?0AB!!D7040!12*,+A0A!<020Q123!)!*7)<30!-5!-70!G8Y!-5!<0?141-!-70!*5+<40!
4*70A+,0!6<):0Q5<N!)2A!*7)<3123!-70!8]Y!-5!0?),+)-0!-70!<041A02-1),!40:12)<!
9<53<):B!

eB C0?140A!95,1*.!<0*5::02A)-1524!<03)<A123!61<4-I.0)<!40:12)<4!Q0<0!12-<5A+*0A!;.!
D)-1)2)!\):124N.!12!70<!<5,0!)4!*7)1<!56!-70!Y+<<1*+,+:!Y5::1--00!HYYJ!65<!%"'%I
'&B!
• @<560445<!\):124N.!<095<-0A!-7)-!12!1-4!Q5<N!,)4-!.0)<!52!61<4-I.0)<!40:12)<4=!

-70!YY!*5241A0<0A!)!40-!56!95,1*.!<0*5::02A)-1524!3020<)-0A!;.!-70!(1<4-Id0)<!
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50612)7!89,1*.!5+:*9661--00!;)7-1*+,)-0<!12!)!/)7*=!&">!%"'%!6069?@!!!AB-07!
70C14123!D0*96602<)-1924!#!)2<!'E!;)4!12<1*)-0<!12!-=0!)--)*=0<!<9*+602-?>!
-=0!FF!)GG79C0<!:7123123!)!C074192!9B!-=0!G9,1*.!70*96602<)-1924!B97H)7<!-9!
-=0!B+,,!B)*+,-.@!

• /$5$C9-0!70G97-0<!,)-07!-9!)<9G-!-=0!G9,1*.!70*96602<)-1924!12!-=0!)--)*=0<!
<9*+602-@!

• I01<1!J7,9BB!29-0<!-=)-!K9BBL*.*,0M!40612)74!9B-02!=)C0!)!,)730!G79G97-192!9B!
4-+<02-4!H=9!=)C0!G70C19+4,.!B)1,0<!)!40612)7!)2<!)4N0<!1B!H0!*)2!=)C0!)!G9,1*.!
97!G79*044!-9!)C91<!-=14@!

• /$5$C9-0!70G97-0<!,)-07!)602<!-=0!69-192!:.!7069C123!D0*96602<)-192!'E!!
! O2!6)N123!-=0!69-192>!P1,,!P701-02:)*=!)73+0<!-=)-!H0!4=9+,<!-0)*=!-=0!

4-+<02-4!H0!=)C0@!O2!9GG94123!-=0!69-192>!I)77.!Q0,0RLS+129204!)73+0<!-=)-!
-=0!*+7702-!H97<123!,161-4!0TG94+70!9B!-=940!B)*+,-.!606:074!H=9!)70!6970!
C+,207):,0@!5+R)220!I9,,)2<!29-0<!4=0!14!4.6G)-=0-1*!-9!G79-0*-123!U+2197@!
B)*+,-.!:+-!H9+,<!7)-=07!400!-=14!=)2<,0<!)-!-=0!<0G)7-602-!,0C0,@!V+,10!
F=714-9G=!29-0<!-=)-!-=0!FFW4!70H97<123!G71C1,0304!)!B)*+,-.!G074G0*-1C0!
H=070)4!-=0!971312),!H97<123!H)4!):9+-!4-+<02-!G074G0*-1C0@!O2!4+GG97-123!
-=0!69-192!X01-=!Y)7<!)73+0<!-=)-!-=0!0C),+)-192!G79*044!,99N4!)-!)!70*97<!
*96G70=0241C0,.@!A6.!5G1C0.!70G97-0<!-=)-!-=0!FF!H97N123!379+G!-=)-!
,99N0<!)-!-=0!G9,1*.!70*96602<)-1924!=)<!<14*+441924!):9+-!:9-=!G79-0*-123!
4-+<02-4!)2<!<14*9+7)3123!<0G)7-602-4!B796!)44132123!C141-123!B)*+,-.!
606:074!-9!40612)74@!Z02140!Z04G704!)4N0<!1B!=)C0!H0!,99N0<!)-!)!:70)NL
<9H2!9B!H=9!-0)*=04!40612)74@![)-1)2)!X)6124N.!70612<0<!-=)-!
D0*96602<)-192!'E!)GG,104!92,.!-9!9BBL*.*,0!40612)74!7)-=07!-=)2!-9!),,!
40612)74@!P1,,!P)77.!)4N0<!=9H!-=0!70*96602<)-192!H9+,<!H97N!12!G7)*-1*0@!!
\14)!(077)71!70G,10<!-=)-!-=0!A449*1)-0!Z0)24!JBB1*0!,99N4!B97!399<!B1-!B97!9BBL
*.*,0!40612)74!)2<!-=)-!12!-=0!FF!<14*+441924>!4=0!)4N0<!B97!*,0)707!<170*-192!
92!)!60)2123!9B!K6970!0TG07102*0<!B)*+,-.M!H97<123!12!-=0!971312),!G9,1*.!
70*96602<)-192@!

! [=0!87041<02-!*),,0<!B97!C9-0!92!-=0!69-192!-9!)602<@!AB-07!C91*0!C9-0!H)4!
29-!*92*,+41C0>!C9-0!:.!4=9H!9B!=)2<!704+,-0<!12!%'!12!B)C97>!]^!9GG940<!49!
69-192!-=0!69-192!-9!)602<!B)1,0<@!

• 871-1!V94=1!)4N0<!1B!-=0!FF!*9+,<!70H97N!-=0!H97<123!9B!D0*96602<)-192!'E!-9!
:7123!:)*N!-=0!4-+<02-!G074G0*-1C0!:+-!H1-=<70H!-=0!4+3304-192!)B-07!P1,,!P)77.!
29-0<!-=)-!-=14!H)4!)!70,)-1C0,.!4-7)13=-B97H)7<!70*96602<)-192!-=)-!4=9+,<!29-!
-)N0!+G!6970!-160@!!!

• /$5$8!-9!)602<!-=0!69-192!:.!4-71N123!O-06!'!B796!D0*96602<)-192!'E@!!O2!
6)N123!-=0!69-192>!D9:12!V)*9:492!29-0<!-=)-!-=0!9-=07!1-064!G79C1<0!4+BB1*102-!
3+1<)2*0!-9!-=0!A449*1)-0!Z0)24!JBB1*0@!!

• [=0!87041<02-!*),,0<!B97!)!C9-0!92!-=0!6)12!69-192>!H=1*=!G)440<!92!)!C91*0!C9-0@!
#@ /$5$C9-0!70G97-0<!,)-07!-9!)GG79C0!*=)2304!-9!-=0!(120!A7-4!AGG79)*=04!F970!

7+:71*!)4!<0-)1,0<!92!-=0!)--)*=0<!<9*+602-@!
• O2!6)N123!-=0!69-192>![077.!P0*N!29-0<!-=)-!-=0!FF!70C10H!9B!-=0!(120!A7-4!

AGG79)*=04!-H9!.0)74!)39!704+,-0<!12!70*96602<)-1924!-=)-!<1<!29-!6)N0!1-!-9!
-=0!B+,,!B)*+,-.@!![=14!14!:0123!*9770*-0<!:.!:7123123!)!69-192!B97H)7<!29H@!J20!
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50*677028)-162!14!-6!502)70!)4!-914!:650!)50)!)4!;5-14-1*!;<<56)*904!-6!*,)51=.!
*62-02-!=65!4-+802-4!)28!>0!*62414-02-!?1-9!6-905!;<<56)*904!-1-,04@!!;26-905!
50*677028)-162!14!)!50?658123!6=!-90!,0)52123!6>A0*-1B04!-6!07<9)41C0!*51-1*),!
-912D123!)4<0*-4!6=!*6+5404@!!E90!=12),!50*677028)-162!14!-6!50B140!-90!
3+180,1204!12!65805!-6!*,)51=.!-9)-!*6+5404!12B6,B123!*50)-162!6=!)5-!*)2!>0!<)5-!6=!
-914!:650!)50)@!!

• F0)5123!26!814*+44162G!-90!H5041802-!*),,08!=65!)!B6-0!)28!-90!76-162!<)4408!>.!
B61*0@!

'"@ /$I$26!)*-162!-)D02!.0-!-6!)86<-!)!J26?,0830G!K802-1-.G!)28!H6?05!6B05,).!)4!)!
35)8+)-162!50L+150702-!)4!80-)1,08!62!-90!)--)*908!86*+702-!
• K2!<50402-123!-90!76-162G!M6+3!:)2262!26-08!-9)-!90!14!26-!<)5-!6=!-90!?65D123!

356+<!-9)-!80B0,6<08!-90!<56<64),N!90!)4D08!-6!7)D0!76-162!12!65805!-6!4<0)D!-6!
1-!62!<05462),!-0574!)28!-6!31B0!?1805!<054<0*-1B0@!!F0!50,).08!40B05),!<05462),!
0O<05102*04!-9)-!7)D0!917!L+04-162!-90!<5635044!?0!9)B0!7)80!12!<56B18123!)!
?0,*67123!02B1562702-!=65!4-+802-4!=567!914-651*),,.!+280550<50402-08!
<6<+,)-1624@!!F0!),46!?628054!)>6+-!-90!0==0*-1B02044!6=!6+5!*+5502-!*+551*+,+7!
12!<50<)5123!6+5!*+5502-!4-+802-4!=65!-9015!0O<05102*04!12!)!81B0540!?65,8@!!M604!
6+5!*+5502-!*+551*+,+7!=+,,.!4+<<65-!6+5!4-)-08!7144162!P?91*9!12*,+804!
80B0,6<123!51*9!D26?,0830!6=!40,=!)28!6-9054Q!)28!6+5!4-)-08!08+*)-162!36),4R!!
F0!26-08!-90!9051-)30!6=!-90!+21B0541-.!)4!=6+2808!>.!/0-96814-!*9+5*9!-9)-!9)4!
)!46*1),!364<0,!*62414-02-!?1-9!6+5!7144162!4-)-0702-!07<9)41C123!-90!
17<65-)2*0!6=!80B0,6<123!)2!)*D26?,08308!40-!6=!<05462),!B),+04!)28!)53+08!
-9)-!2620!6=!-914!02-)1,4!-90!17<641-162!6=!)!<)5-1*+,)5!1806,63.!>+-!8604!02-)1,!
6<02!814*6+540@!!(12),,.G!90!26-08!-9)-G!+2,1D0!6-905!*+551*+,)5!<56<64),4G!-914!620!
*6704!=567!4-+802-!121-1)-1B04!4+*9!)4!620!41O!.0)54!)36!-9)-!90!-66D!<)5-!12!)4!
()*+,-.!I02)-0!:9)15@!!;!50*02-!814*+44162!6=!-914!<56<64),!>.!4-+802-!,0)8054!)4!
<)5-!6=!-90!M1B0541-.!I+771-!<568+*08!),764-!26!814402-@!!F0!-902!.10,808!-90!
=,665!-6!-9500!707>054!6=!-90!?65D123!356+<!?96!?6+,8!<50402-!)881-162),!
>)*D356+28!)28!80-)1,4@!!

• ;7.!S.D02G!M0O-05!T65862G!)28!:)56,.2!U014C!<50402-08!=567!-90!)--)*908!
4,1804@!
! !!;7.!S.D02!>03)2!?1-9!)!914-65.!6=!-90!<56<64),!12*,+8123!?65D!6=!-90!

:6771--00!62!M1B0541-.!504+,-123!=567!)!I02)-0!*9)530!)28!I+7705!%"'&!
0==65-4!6=!)!?65D!356+<!=+2808!>.!)!V+5,123-62!W65-9052!)?)58@!!I90!)53+08!
=65!-90!17<65-)2*0!6=!)!50L+150702-!)28!=65!-90!-?6X+21-!4-5+*-+50@!

! M0O-05!T65862!26-08!-9)-!-90!6B05,).!804132!?)4!*62414-02-!?1-9!4-+802-!)28!
=)*+,-.!=008>)*DG!818!26-!)88!-6!-90!-6-),!2+7>05!6=!+21-4!50L+1508!=65!
35)8+)-162G!14!>+830-!20+-5),G!=5)704!144+04!)4!12-035)-08!-956+396+-!-90!
*+551*+,+7G!14!),13208!?1-9!6+5!7144162!)28!*+551*+,+7!4-)-0702-4G!)28!
<56B1804!6<<65-+21-104!=65!*50)-1B0!)28!*6,,)>65)-1B0!<08)363.@!

! :)56,.2!U014C!50B10?08!-90!,0)52123!6>A0*-1B04!12*,+808!12!-90!76-162!
26-123!-9)-!-9040!?6+,8!>0!*67762!0,0702-4!=65!),,!*6+5404!12!-90!6B05,).@!
I90!),46!26-08!)2!121-1),!85)=-!6=!5+>51*!3+180,1204!-9)-!)50!12*,+808!62!
9)286+-@!
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• 62!70489240!-9!)!:+04-192!;79<!=1*>!?92-930973989,14!)4!-9!@A.!-A14!879894),!
B1B!29-!39!-A79+3A!-A0!CC!;174-!)2B!-A02!92!-9!-A0!;+,,!;)*+,-.!7)-A07!41<+,-)209+4!

*9241B07)-192D!E9+3!C)2292!29-0B!-A)-D!A14-971*),,.D!30207),!*970!70:+170<02-4!

+4+),,.!39!-A79+3A!;+,,!;)*+,-.!;174-F!!G0!),49!*,)71;10B!-A)-!-A0!<9-192!B904!29-!
12*,+B0!-A0!B7);-!3+1B0,1204D!@A1*A!*9+,B!H0!@97>0B!-A79+3A!H.!-A0!CC!1;!-A0!

;)*+,-.!)B98-4!-A0!9I07,).F!

• 62!703)7B!-9!-A0!-A17B!,0)72123!9HJ0*-1I0D!E070>!K+04*A07!*9<<02-0B!-A)-!-A14!14!

)!@97-A.!9+-*9<0!H+-!B1;;1*+,-!-9!B9!12!87)*-1*0F!L<.!M.>02!29-0B!-A)-!4-+B02-4!
H7123!-A14!1B0)!+8!12!-A0!;97<!9;!:+04-1924!4+*A!)4!NA9@!B9!6!-A12>!9;!<.40,;!)2B!

9-A074O!)2B!NA9@!B9!6!)*-!12!-A14!41-+)-192OF!E070>!K+04*A07!*9<<02-0B!)H9+-!

-A0!89-02-1),!,1<1-)-192!12!8A7)4123!N,9*)-0!-A017!9@2!49*1),!8941-192O!)4!4123+,)7F!

• E02140!E048704!)4>0B!1;!4-+B02-4!0P87044!12-0704-!12!407I1*0!,0)72123!)2B!B1B!-A0!

@97>!379+8!*9241B07!407I1*0!,0)72123!)4!8)7-!9;!-A0!8798940B!70:+170<02-F!L<.!
M.>02!704892B0B!-A)-D!.04D!4-+B02-4!B04*71H0!-A940!98897-+21-104!)4!71*A!

,0)72123!0P807102*04D!H9-A!92!)2B!9;;!*)<8+4F!=)2*.!K714-9@!29-0B!-A)-!

<)2B)-123!)!407I1*0!,0)72123!0P807102*0!;97!),,!4-+B02-4!*9+,B!H0!879H,0<)-1*!
H+-!@9+,B!@0,*9<0!),,9@123!1-!)4!)2!98-192F!

• K7)B!E1,,<)2!8912-0B!9+-!-A)-!-A14!<9-192!A)4!29-!3920!-A79+3A!)!297<),!
879*044!9;!*+771*+,)7!70I10@Q!-A0!CC!A)4!20I07!B14*+440B!-A14!<9-192!97!879894),!

)2B!29!<12+-04!A)I0!H002!<)B0!)I)1,)H,0!-9!R02)-0!;79<!C9<<1--00!92!
E1I0741-.!B14*+44192F!!!G0!)73+0B!-A)-!;97!70),!;)*+,-.!39I072)2*0D!-A0!;)*+,-.!

<+4-!70,.!92!4-)2B123!*9<<1--004!-9!I0-!879894),4!H0;970!B14*+44192!)2B!I9-0!H.!

-A0!;+,,!;)*+,-.F!62!97B07!-9!70480*-!-A0!;)*+,-.!39I072)2*0!879*044D!A0!@)2-4!-A0!
CC!-9!70I10@!-A0!879894),!)2B!-A02!H7123!1-!-9!-A0!R02)-0!-9!70I10@D!31I123!H9-A!

379+84!98897-+21-.!-9!870402-!I10@4F!!R+S)220!G9,,)2B!B14)3700B!-A)-!-A0!
*+7702-!879*044!14!29-!)8879871)-0D!29-123!-A)-!)2.!807492!*)2!H7123!+8!)2.!1-0<!
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First-year seminar policy recommendations to the Curriculum Committee 
Received:  March 30, 2012  
Accepted with revisions:  November 27, 2012. 
 
[Revisions are in points 9 and 17, and are underlined.) 
 
 
To:  Curriculum Committee 
From: First-Year Seminar Policy Subcommittee (Bill Barry, Derek Buescher, Peggy Burge, Julie 
Christoph, Eric Orlin, Amy Spivey, Brad Tomhave, Landon Wade) 
 
 New rubrics for the first-year seminars (which will be called Seminar in Scholarly 
Inquiry 1 and 2) were approved by the full faculty in October 2011 and will go into effect in Fall 
2013.  This memo serves as a set of recommendations for academic policy and practice related to 
the new seminars.   

This subcommittee is comprised of a subset of the faculty members and librarians who 
were in the Burlington Northern First-Year Seminar Working Group that crafted the new 
seminar rubrics, along with Landon Wade, Director of Academic Advising, and Brad Tomhave, 
Registrar.  After soliciting input from the full faculty on these policy questions, this group met 
several times over the spring of 2012 to craft the following recommendations. 
 
General recommendations 
 
1.   Regarding course naming and numbering, we recommend that non-departmental numbering 
be used for the seminars (e.g. SSI1 105, SSI2 137), but that some indication of the home 
department of the faculty member teaching the course should be provided either in the name of 
the course or in the course description that appears on the online registration system (currently 
Cascade). 
 
2.  SSI1 will be primarily offered in the fall, and SSI2 will be primarily offered in the spring.  A 
few (e.g. two or three) off-cycle sections of each type of seminar will be offered each semester, 
and one or two sections of each type of seminar could be offered in the summer, as well. 
 
3.  If an SSI1 course and an SSI2 course are built around the same content, they should be given 
the same course number (SSI1 137 and SSI2 137, for example).  The online registration system 
(currently Cascade) will prevent students from registering for SSI courses having the same 
number.   
 
Recommendations pertinent to all students 
 
4.  Students must successfully complete SSI1 before taking SSI2. 
 
5.  Students who wish to drop an SSI course must obtain a drop code from the instructor and 
process it through the Registrar’s office.  This is in line with current practice for first-year 
seminar courses. 
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6.  Students may receive credit for only one SSI1 course and only one SSI2 course.  (For 
example, if a student does poorly in an SSI1 course, he or she may choose to take a second SSI1 
course, but the second course credit and grade will replace the credit and grade from the first 
SSI1 course.) 
 
Recommendations pertinent to transfer students 
 
7.  Transfer students may receive transfer credit for SSI1, provided that they have taken a first-
year writing course that includes a significant focus on argument-based writing in an academic 
context.  That is the minimum standard to be used by the Registrar’s office in determining 
whether a course taken elsewhere should count for SSI1.  
 
8.  Transfer students may choose to count courses taken at other institutions that satisfy the 
requirements for SSI1 as elective credit or as credit for SSI1.   
 
9.  Transfer students may not normally count courses taken at other institutions toward SSI2, 
though are allowed to appeal for previously taken courses to be considered for this requirement.  
 
10.  Transfer students will no longer be segregated into “Transfer Sections” of the seminars in 
the fall term.  They will be free to register for any open seminar section. 
 
Recommendations pertinent to freshmen 
 
11.  Freshmen will continue to be placed in fall SSI1 seminars by the Registrar using the 
students’ stated preferences, as is the current practice.  In the spring, freshmen will register 
themselves for SSI courses during the registration period, as is the current practice. 
 
Recommendations pertinent to faculty teaching the seminars 
 
12.  Faculty members are encouraged to submit proposals for both SSI1 and SSI2 using the same 
content but different sets of assignments.  To facilitate proposals of paired SSI1 and SSI2 
courses, the Curriculum Proposal Form for Core Courses should be amended to remove the 
Seminar in Writing and Rhetoric and the Seminar in Scholarly and Creative Inquiry check boxes.  
Three new check boxes should be added: "Seminar in Scholarly Inquiry 1," "Seminar in 
Scholarly Inquiry 2," and "Seminars in Scholarly Inquiry 1 and 2 (seminars based on the same 
content but with different assignments)." 
 
13. Faculty proposing SSI1 and SSI2 syllabi together should submit materials for both seminars, 
along with a single form and a single cover letter explaining how the courses fulfill the rubric of 
the Core category, as well as specifically how the two syllabi differ. 
 
14. When the Curriculum Committee is ready to accept proposals for the SSIs, the approved 
rubric should be added to the Curriculum Guidelines and Forms page on the Puget Sound Web 
site. It would also be helpful to add a “Frequently Asked Questions” page, at least for the 
transitional years of 2012-2013 and 2013-2014. 
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15.  Instructors who are teaching SSI courses should include in their syllabi the learning 
objectives as given in the seminar rubrics. 
 
16.  Instructors who are teaching SSI courses should include in their syllabi a list of places for 
students to seek help with research and writing skills, including the Center for Writing, Learning, 
and Teaching and the Collins Library liaison librarians. 
 
17.  The Associate Deans should ask more experienced faculty would prefer:  

1. faculty not being evaluated and/or  
2) faculty who are tenured and/or  
3) faculty who have taught SSI courses recently  

to teach the off-cycle seminars, since the off-cycle seminars will likely include a more 
challenging group of students (students who failed a previous SSI course, incoming transfer 
students, and so forth).  
 



Proposed changes to Fine Arts Approaches core area rubric 
Approved by the Curriculum Committee, September 25, 2012 
 
[Changes appear in bold] 
 

 
 
FINE ARTS ARTISTIC APPROACHES RUBRIC 
 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

Students in Fine Arts Artistic Approaches courses acquire an understanding and 
appreciation of an artistic tradition and develop their skills in the critical analysis 
of art.  develop a critical, interpretive, and analytical understanding of art through 
the study of an artistic tradition. 

 

GUIDELINES 

I. The Fine Arts include the visual, performing, and literary arts. Courses in Fine 
Arts Artistic Approaches may either be in the history of art or in artistic 
creation. historical or creative in emphasis. 

 

II. Courses in Fine Arts Artistic Approaches examine significant developments 
and in representative works of an artistic tradition. 

 

These courses introduce students to methods of aesthetic and formal analysis 
provide opportunities for informed engagement with an artistic tradition and 
require students to reflect critically, both orally and in writing, about art and the creative 
process. 



1 
August 8, 2013 

I move that the faculty adopt an overlay requirement for the 
baccalaureate degree under the title “Knowledge, Identity, and Power”, 
comprising one lower-division course and one upper-division course, 
meeting the following learning objectives: 
 
Learning Objectives 
In these courses, students learn to: 

• acquire an understanding of the dynamics and consequences of disparity, power, 
and privilege (these can include individual, institutional, cultural, and structural 
dynamics); 

• participate productively in critical conversations about the topics above; and 
• locate their own social position and examine a range of possible actions in 

response to issues of justice and identity in personal, academic, and civic lives. 
 
Guidelines for the requirement have been proposed.  A procedure for adopting, 
modifying, or reformulating guidelines will be determined upon passage of this motion. 
 
Douglas Cannon 
Professor of Philosophy 
September 23, 2013 
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Faculty Meeting 
September 23, 2013 

!  I move that the faculty adopt an overlay 
requirement for the baccalaureate degree under the 
title “Knowledge, Identity, and Power”, comprising 
one lower-division course and one upper-division 
course, meeting the following learning objectives: 

 
    Learning Objectives 

In these courses, students learn to: 
!  acquire an understanding of the dynamics and consequences of disparity, 

power, and privilege (these can include individual, institutional, cultural, 
and structural dynamics); 

!  participate productively in critical conversations about the topics above; 
and 

!  locate their own social position and examine a range of possible actions in 
response to issues of justice and identity in personal, academic, and civic 
lives. 
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! Research whether and how peer and 
next step institutions integrate a 
diversity requirement in the 
curriculum 

 
! Make recommendations to the Senate 
or full faculty about integrating a 
diversity component into the 
curriculum. 

!  Review of peer, next step, premier, and non-
peer institutions 

!  Review of departmental 5-year curriculum 
review statements 

!  Review of 2009 inventory of diversity courses 
!  Review of National Survey of Student 

Engagement (NSSE) data 
!  Shared and solicited feedback (Faculty Senate, 

Curriculum Committee, Chairs, Deans & Directors, Wed @ 4, Student 
Diversity Governing Council, Student Leaders) 
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!  Work Group 
!  Review of written feedback from students and 

faculty 
!  Review of focus group notes provided by the Office 

of Institutional Research 
!  Drafted proposal and rubric 

!  Feedback Group 
!  Reviewed and discussed proposal and rubric 

!  Work Group 
!  Revised proposal and rubric and circulated. 

Circulated proposal to solicit feedback. 

!  25% of first year students and seniors indicate 
seldom or never to: “Diverse perspectives (e.g., 
different races, religions, genders, political belief, 
etc.) were often included in class discussion or 
writing assignments” (NSSE, 2004-2011). 

 

!  Students respond that their experiences at Puget 
Sound have “somewhat” (2.5 average) contributed 
to their knowledge, skills, and personal 
development regarding understanding people of 
other racial and ethnic backgrounds. (NSSE, 2011) 
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!  Office of Institutional Research Focus Groups 
with Seniors  
!  Classes need to happen earlier and later; desire 

for exposure to topics prior to junior year 
!  To develop skills to communicate regarding 

similarities and differences 
!  To be aware and critical regarding current issues 
!  To have an introduction to and build competence 

in engaging dynamics and consequences of 
disparity 

!  Implemented Over Time 
!  2015-2016: 15 courses 
!  2016-2017: 30 courses 
!  2017-2018: 45 courses 
!  2018-2019: 60 courses (full implementation) 
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!  Responds to student and faculty feedback by 
not adding to the total number of graduation 
requirements 

!  Budget neutral in terms of staffing 
!  Frames study of inequalities and contrasting 

visions of social justice as interwoven with 
disciplinary and interdisciplinary knowledge 

 

!  the encouragement of “a rich 
knowledge of self and others; an 
appreciation of commonality and 
difference; the full, open, and civil 
discussion of ideas; thoughtful moral 
discourse; and…preparing the 
university’s graduates to meet the 
highest tests of democratic 
citizenship.”  
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!  “deepening students understanding of 
the structures and issues of the 
contemporary world, broadening their 
perspective on enduring human 
concerns and cultural change” and 
supporting students “to cope with the 
complexity of modern life.” 

! Opportunities for creative and 
collaborative pedagogy 

 
! Distinguish our curriculum and 
pedagogies 

 
! Resources for course development  
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In these courses, students learn to: 
!  acquire an understanding of the dynamics and 

consequences of disparity, power, and privilege 
(these can include individual, institutional, cultural, 
and structural dynamics); 
!  participate productively in critical conversations 

about the topics above; and 
!  locate their own social position and examine a 

range of possible actions in response to issues of 
justice and identity in personal, academic, and civic 
lives. 

!  The courses promote critical engagement with the causes, 
nature, and consequences of individual, institutional, cultural, 
and/or structural dynamics of disparity, power, and privilege. 

 
!  These courses provide opportunities for students to: 
!  engage critically in thoughtful moral discourse  
!  recognize the value of  both analytic and affective modes of learning and 

knowing 
!  locate their own social positions and see the relational and multifaceted 

quality of identities  
!  connect course themes to the disparities that mark contemporary U.S. life 
 

!  Courses meeting the requirement can be designated within 
existing core areas, graduation requirements, majors, minors, 
and emphasis programs, and/or in other full credit offerings 
such as internships and independent studies. 

!  Courses will be guided by at least two of the framing questions.  


