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Honors 212
Origins of the Modern World View
Fall 2013
Essay Assignment:

Your assignment is to write an 8-10-page essay on any subject of your choosing, subject to the following constraints. (1) Your topic should have significant contact with the themes, ideas, or people studied in Honors 212. The purpose of this assignment is not to re-work material already covered in the course, but to use research to expand on some area of interest you’ve developed. (2) Consistent with criterion 1, your essay should have some contact with science. I strongly encourage you to consider writing on a topic that interests you. The major theme of your essay may be in the arts, politics, religion, or some other field of interest to you. There simply has to be some contact with the science you’ve studied.
By Friday, November 22 each student will choose a specific topic for the essay and submit a one-paragraph description of that topic. Along with the one-paragraph description, please include a tentative list of sources (books, articles, etc.) that you plan to use. You may modify the list of sources later. You may change your topic, provided you consult with the professor first.
The process of selecting a significant question and defining the topic is an important part of the larger assignment. The essay that you ultimately write should build a case thoroughly and systematically, providing appropriate evidentiary support as part of a sustained argument. Thus, you should consider the quality of the evidence you have in hand to support a topic you are considering before committing yourself to that topic.  

Submission guidelines: The final essay is due at the beginning of class (12:00 noon) on Wednesday, December 11. Please print a paper copy, double-spaced and single-sided, in 12-point font. Electronic submission is not normally permitted.

Please keep the following guidelines in mind as you develop your topic and write your essay:
1. First and foremost, your essay should have some clear thesis that you develop through your research and then support with arguments based on that research. Most interesting questions, like most fictional plots, involve some element of tension, some conflict, or some problem to be resolved. An essay that simply describes an event or situation will not generally be as effective as one that uses the readings to develop arguments that grapple with a serious question or problem.  For example, an essay discussing “how Galileo’s views on science and religion shaped modern science” would be a very different essay (and probably more effective) than one on “what Galileo contributed to telescope design.”

2. An interesting and provocative thesis is often the most difficult to prove. A reasonable person might come up with sensible arguments contrary to your thesis. Be sure to acknowledge the most important contrary arguments. It’s acceptable if you wish to argue both sides of a question equally and in the end not favor one over the other.

3. Your essay must be based on readings that you do beyond those assigned for the class. These sources might include other books, scholarly essays, primary documents, magazine or newspaper reports, and almost anything else that is clearly pertinent. You are welcome to use class readings too, particularly to set the background, but it is important to show that the outside readings have informed your thinking in some significant way.

4. For the purposes of this course, an 8-10-page essay will be roughly from 2500 to 3000 words, the multiple possibilities of the computer notwithstanding. It’s no problem if you go over this target by 10% or so. Please don’t use small font (see submission guidelines above). If appropriate for your topic, you may add illustrations in excess of the page and word limits. 

5. Citations should accompany all quotations and all uses of specific fact and opinion that would not be considered common information. (Yes, sometimes it’s a judgment call as to what is common information. If in doubt, ask the professor or see the guidelines in the library’s web page: http://alacarte.pugetsound.edu/subject-guide/6-Academic-Integrity-Puget-Sound.) You may follow any citation style with which you are familiar, for example APA, MLA, or Chicago. Or, if you prefer, the citations may be presented in a simplified style using a parenthetical reference to the bibliography entry by author and page number, e.g. (Hankins, 42-43). 
You must include a bibliography that lists all the sources you used. If you are not familiar with any of the bibliographical styles mentioned above, you may use this simple format for listing books and journals in your bibliography:


Thomas L. Hankins, Science and the Enlightenment (Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press, 1985), pp. 42-73.


Gene Dannen, “The Einstein-Szilard Refrigerators,” Scientific American 276 (January, 1997), 91-95.

6. Should you have occasion to cite a source from the internet, providing the name of the document or page and its URL (Internet address) will be sufficient. Internet resources can be useful, but be sensible and cautious in their use. You may wish to consult the library’s guide to using internet resources, which you can find at http://research.pugetsound.edu/tutorials. 
