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Most of our birds are from salvage. The number incidentally killed by

humans each year IS astounding. (For instructions on saving and donating specimens see
http://www.pugetsound.edu/academics/academic-resources/slater-museum/giving-to-the-museum/)

From Sibley Guides, Bird Mortality http://www.sibleyguides.com/mortality.htm

Estimated Annual Mortality (in millions of birds)
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Check data, get data sheet, tag the bird with your prep number, file
accession card. Break the humeri (wing bones) distal to the shoulder.
Plug any holes, especially the throat and trachea if bloody or oozing.
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“ 4 Get oriented, find sternum

2 and clear path for cutting.

% % Incision will be on dotted
line. Distal half of sternum is
between forceps.
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Watch blood and
juices, use
sawdust liberally.
Sawdust prevents
blood and ooze
from getting on the
feathers. Clean
your fingers with
sawdust as you

- - e -~ - » -~ r
’ -~ ) . _ ’ 2
. - 3 s _ DA o
- L <o . L A - - A g :
~ : - ' ol -~
- - LA -
& o - ; - N\ - 1 b -
: ) e ) :
< Py ’ v 7
.
g
.







Lift skin from
breast muscle
and use forceps
to separate the
skin from the
muscle.
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After separating skin
~  from muscle back to

the cloaca, find the

knee, which is at the
point of forceps
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Snip leg bone just
below (distal) to
knee.




 muscle by pushing from
¥ the ankle. Leg bone is out

& and held in my right thumb
&% and forefinger. Pull muscle
® (drumstick) around to the
& front and snip ligaments &
=% tendons free. A big time
waster here is not pushing
the leg bone out all the way
and digging around in the
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The leg bone (tlblotarsus
or drumstick bone) free
of the muscle.
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The other knee
ready to sn
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Freeing the tail T snip
the tail bone, note thighs
which will be you
handles in going around
the back
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Cut tail bone
right there



Stand bird on
furcula (chest),
bend tail back, and
work one thigh free
(left thigh is in the
forceps). | usually
start with the left
thigh. Tease and
pull tissue away up
to hip. With the tall
bent back the tall '
muscle will visible. ¥
Work through this
onto back
(synsacrum),
through the cut talil
bone and
continuing around
and over the back
to the other thigh.
Work the other
thigh free.
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The left thigh is free, exposing
the hip, back and tail muscle.
Complete this step by continuing
to the other thigh.
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Both thighs and
tail are free.




Pinch & pull skin
up to wing pits
(arm pits). Once
free from the legs
and tail the skin
almost slides off
up to wings.




Wings bones (humeri) were broken initially just distal to the shoulder
joint to facilitate skinning. Once skinned to the wings, the remaining
muscle is pinched free and neck is exposed to head.




Pinch & pull skin up over head.
Note that many ducks need to
have the head skinned through
the back of the neck. See
Chapin 1929 pdf on the Slater
website.
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With a pinch of sawdust for a grip,
pinch and pull the ear lining out.
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The ear lining pulled out




Continuing skinning beyond eyes




