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Why	  Is	  This	  Important?/Further	  Use	  &	  
Implica7ons	  

•  Whatcom	  has	  lost	  ½	  of	  its	  
farmland	  (110,000acres)	  since	  
1950	  

•  A>empt	  to	  connect	  people	  
willing	  to	  pay	  for	  agricultural	  
improvements	  with	  those	  able	  
to	  take	  those	  acFons	  

•  Washington	  State	  Department	  
of	  Ecology	  Grant	  Number:	  G	  
1000138	  soon	  to	  expire	  	  



Where	  Are	  We	  Now?	  

•  Work-‐In-‐Progress	  

•  Literature	  Review:	  Agricultural	  Economics	  
– Four	  Focus	  Areas:	  

1.  Agricultural	  land	  protecFon	  from	  development	  
2.  Agricultural	  revenue/resilience	  
3.  Agricultural	  land	  drainage	  
4.  Agricultural	  land	  flood	  protecFon	  



August	  6th	  NRM	  Group	  Mee7ng	  

•  Insight	  into	  actual	  hands-‐on	  work	  

•  Real	  people,	  real	  issues,	  real	  
soluFons	  

•  Immeasurably	  valuable	  opportunity	  
for	  my	  career	  



Challenges	  to	  Performing	  This	  Work	  

•  New	  Idea—Not	  much	  work	  
being	  done	  specifically	  with	  
agricultural	  enhancement	  
metric	  creaFon	  

•  Lack	  of	  Demand	  for	  the	  NRM	  

•  Difficulty	  in	  meeFng	  public	  
goals	  with	  private	  ownership	  



Work	  S7ll	  To	  Be	  Accomplished	  

•  Winter	  Break	  2013-‐2014	  

– Use	  ConservaFon	  Reserve	  
Enhancement	  (CREP)	  scoring	  systems	  
and	  replicate	  locally	  

– Difference	  between	  ideologies	  
•  Cost	  EffecFveness	  vs.	  Efficiency	  


